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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome!

Welcome to /7 the Loop, an eclectic compilation of e-mail transmittals that |
have received during the past week. From time to time. you will find
announcements of events, grant opportunities, job postings. links to websites
and articles of interest or notes of encouragement. | hope that you, or
someone you know, would find the information to be of use. If you would like
to unsubscribe, submit material, or make general comments., you may
contact me at valeriefleonard@msn.com. |look forward to hearing from you.

Valerie F. Leonard, Editor

STAYING IN THE LOOP

Just Checking...
__ Steps to Better Tax Increment Financing

Districts

Thelma Johnson is the founding executive director of Project
Restoration, a faith-based organization that focuses on prisoner re-
entry issues on the West Side of Chicago. Project Restoration's
mission is to assist in the reunification of families of current
prisoners and ex-offenders as they transition back into society. This
is achieved through counseling services, mentorship and referrals to
housing and supportive services. Project Restoration has an annual
budget of about $50.000, not including in-kind donations, and serves
about 1,000 people annually.

Attention, TIF Dwellers!

There is
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PUBLIC MEETINGS

Chicago Park District Budget Hearings

John Paul Jones, Director of Neighborhood Parks and Community Relations,
Friends of the Parks. has indicated that the Chicago Park District is
conducting a series of budget meetings. A partial list of the next meetings is
below.

Monday, July 23, 2007
10436 South Wallace
Fernwood Park

Tuesday, July 24, 2007
1824 South Wood Street
Harrison Park

Wednesday, July 25, 2007
2210 West Pershing Rd.
McKinley Park

All budget hearings begin at 6:30 p.m. For early registration arrive at 6:00
p.m. Go to site nearest you.

It you need new playground equipment, field house improvements, impraved
maintenance or accountability over park programming, use these hearings to
redirect the Park District to meet your local needs. For organizing or
technical assistance, contact John Paul Jones. Director of Neighborhood
Parks and Community Relations @ Friends of the Parks (312) 827-27a7 ext. la.
Email jonesip@fotp.org ; website www.fotp.org for other sites.

Proposed Ogden Pulaski TIF

The City of Chicago Department of Planning and Development, in cooperation
with Alderman Sharon Denise Dixon of the Z4th Ward and Alderman Ricardo
Munoz of the 2Z2nd Ward, invites you to a Community TIF
meeting. Representatives from the Department of Planning and Development
will be present to discussed the proposed Ogden-Pulaski Tax Increment
Financing Designation. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 24, 2007 at
the Lawndale Elementary School, 3000 West Douglas Boulevard, Chicaga, IL,
from B:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Communications from the City have indicated that all residents and interested
persons will have an opportunity to make comments orally and in writing at
the public meeting. You may call Fernando Espinoza of the Department of
Planning and Development at 312-744-8368 if you have any questions.
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WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS/CONFERENCES

BoardSource Leadership Forum -
Shaping the Next Generation of Governance

The following information was included in the July, 2007 edition of the
BoardSource electronic Newsletter

Recent exciting additions to the 2007 BoardSource Leadership Forum

include:

Peter Brinckerhoff, author of Generations: The Lhallenge of a
Litetime far Your Nonprofit

Ron Schultz from the Internal Revenue Service, United States
Department of the Treasury

Jeff Bradach, Managing Partner and Co-Founder, The Bridgespan
group

Pre-Sessions

Delve further into nonprofit governance practices by attending detailed
pre-sessions. Pre-sessions for the forum will take place on October 10 and
Il. Please note that additional registration fees apply. Pre-sessions are

limited,

so register early. View a complete list of pre-sessions:

http://www.boardsource.org/Workshops.asp?1D=43.181

Read more on the BoardSource Leadership Forum
http://www.boardsource.orqg/Workshops.asp?1D=43

Meeting With a Chicago Grant Maker:

| received the following information from Mr. Otis Monroe, President and

CED of The Monroe Foundation:

The Monroe Foundation is pleased to announce its' Summer, Fall, 2007
"Meeting W/ A Chicago Grant Maker" schedule for members of the Monroe
Foundation P.A.C.T Project

Thursday, August 9th, 2007-JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Thursday, August 18, 2007-TCF Bank Foundation
Wednesday. August 23,2007-Allstate Bank Foundation

Wednesday. September 5,2007-Chicago Community Trust
(Rasic Human Needs Program)

The Monroe Foundation's "Meeting W/ A Chicago Grant Maker" program
provides not-for-profit organization's an opportunity to meet face to face
with foundation and corporate giving managers and "pitch” project's for
potential funding to them. For information about becoming a member of the
Monroe Foundation, email: omonroe@themonroefoundation.org
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SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Women's Business Development Center

The following announcements were included in the July edition of the
Women's Business Development Center's electronic newsletter.

July 24: Are You Ready for a Government Contract?

The workshop focuses on determining if your business is at the right stage
to pursue opportunities with government agencies and major corporations,
and how to market your business to them. Learn the steps to identify
contract opportunities, including the websites to find bid opportunities.

August 3 & 23: Accelerating Your Sales Performance: Sales Training
For Sophisticated, Competitive Climates

This four part series was designed to provide WBE's (Women Business
Enterprises certified by the WBDC) and other business owners with world-
class concepts, strateqy and tactics- normally only available to larger
corporations and businesses.

To Register, call 312 853 3477

Ready To Call It Buits?

| found the following article, posted in the Inc.com electronic weblog by Mike
Hofman to be quite interesting.. The article concerns a struggling vending
machine business who is thinking about quitting his business and returning
to full time employment. This is a great case study for new entrepeneurs.

Please visit the following link to read the full article and to post your opinion.
http://blog.inc.com/archives/2007/07/16/ready to call it quits.htm|?partner=rss

How | Did It, Jerome Baoykin,
Owner JB Sweeping Service

A link to the following article, which appears on the Inc.com website was
forwarded to me electronically. | found the article to be a wonderful
example of a new entrepreneur literally weathering the storm to emerge
victoriously. http://www.inc.com/magazine/Z20070701/hidi-baykin.htm

HAC NEWS

The following announcements are from the Housing Assistance Council's July
18, 2007 newsletter. To review the full newsletter and archived issues, visit
http://www.ruralhome.org/infoNews.php

HAC News Continued

SECTION 8 BILL PASSES. The House on July 12 passed a bill to reform the
Section 8 program. HR. 185l is available at http://thomas.loc.gov. a
summary is at http://www.ruralhome.org/infoAnnouncements_section8.php

and a Center on Budget and Policy Priorities analysis is at
http://www.cbpp.org/3-4-07hous.htm

HUD UPDATES ACCESSIBILITY INFORMATION. A proposed rule would
update references to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
building standard in HUD's Fair Housing Act design and construction
requlations. Comments are due September (7. See Federal Register,
7/18/07, pp. 39533-44 or hitp://www.requlations.qov. HUD has also issued
a report explaining its determination that compliance with the 2006
International Building Code's accessibility provisions is a safe harbor for
Fair Housing Act compliance. See Federal Register, 7/18/07, pp. 39432-38
or http://www.hud.qov/offices/fheo/disabilities/modelcodes.  Contact for
both items is Cheryl Kent, HUD, 202-708-2333 or TTY 800-877-8339.

COMMENTS REBUESTED ON CRA B&A. Federal requlators are proposing
numerous changes to their Interagency Ouestions and Answers about the
Community Reinvestment Act, including new information about foreclosure
prevention programs. Comments are due September 10. See Federal
Register, 7/11/07. pp. 37921-59 or http://www.occ.qov/ftp/release/2007-
70.htm. Contact Margaret Hesse, OCC, 202-874-5730.

DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR PROPOSED DOWNPAYMENT RESTRICTIONS.
Comments are now due August 10 on HUD's proposed rule to prohibit
downpayment assistance from certain entities (see HAC News, 6/6/07).
See Federal Register, 7/10/07, pp. 37500-01 or http://www.hudclips.org.
Contact James Beavers, HUD, 202-708-2121.

SUBPRIME LENDING GUIDANCE FINALIZED. The agencies that regulate
lenders have issued a final inter-agency Statement on Subprime Mortgage
Lending to help lenders offer adjustable rate mortgage products safely and

with consumer protections. (See HAC News, 3/14/07) See Federal
Register, 7/10/07, Pp. 37363-7a ar
http://www.fdic.qov/news/news/press/2007/pr07053.html. Contact

Michael Bylsma, OCC, 202-874-a7a0.
LIHTC GREEN INCENTIVES FOR PRESERVATION SUMMARIZED. A new

National Housing Trust report lists green provisions in each state's Low
Income Housing Tax Credit Qualified Allocation Plan that may be used for
housing preservation projects. Green Resources Relevant to Preservation
of Affordable Multitamily Properties is at
http://www.nhtinc.org/documents/Green Preservation Resources NHT Ju
ly2007.pdf Contact Todd Nedwick, tnedwick@nhtinc.org, 202-333-8931 ext.
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ADVOCACY AND COMMUNITY DUTREACH
Springfield Transit Lobby Day

The following excerpt is from an e-mail | received from Jackie Leavy, a local
activist in areas of mass transit, education and public finance.

Next Wednesday, July 25 Free Bus Transportation to Springfield

As the end of July approaches, it is a crucial time to remind the General
Assembly and the Governor that the transit crisis must be resolved before
session is adjourned. For this lobby day we will have a free bus to take us to
Springfield in the morning and return us that same evening. The bus will
leave from downtown Chicago (exact location TBA) at B:30 AM and return at
89 PM. Please plan on joining us for this very important day! If you are new to
[obbying, we will provide tips on how to talk to legislators, materials to give
them, and the best places to find them.

For questions or to RSVP, please contact Emily Metz at emilycnt.org or
773-269-4070. When you call, please explain that you heard about the lobby
day from the Transit Riders' Alliance.

Bratherly Love Missionary Baptist Church
Community Outreach Event

| received the following information from Rev. David Pope, Pastor of the
Brotherly Love Missionary Baptist Church.

Brotherly Love Baptist Church, will be hosting a community outreach event
on Saturday, July 28, 2007 from 10:00 am. - 3:00 p.m. at the Church,
[ocated at 3801 West Cermak Road in Chicago. The event will include a back
to school jam, health fair and clothing giveaway. The purpose of the event is
to provide resources to the residents of the Lawndale Community. This
event is being planned in partnership with the Lawndale Business and Local
Development Corporation, Lawndale Christian Community Health Center,
North Lawndale Community Newspaper, All Kids Covered,, Chicago Public
Schools, DCFS, Henry Ford Power House Charter High School, AmeriPlan and
Home Community Marketing. Other vendors include the CEDA program and
the Chicago Department of Human Services. For other information, please

contact Ms. Violet Whiteside at 773-7626440, or 773-673-2243,

Southwest United Block Club Council
| received the following information from Ms. Gladys Woodson of the 4200
Block of 21" Place.

The Southwest United Block Club Council will have a kick-off Block Club
Convention on Saturday, July 21, 2007 at First Baptist Church, 4220 West 18"
Street, from 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact
Ms. Willie Mae Bowling, President, 773-521-5775.
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EDUCATION

Henry Ford Power House Charter High School
Welcomes Founding Principal

| received the following message from Ms. Willie Cole, Director of
Community Outreach with the Henry Ford Power House Charter High
Schoal.

Greetings Friends of Power House High:

We have great news for you: the founding principal of the Henry Ford
Power House Charter High School is on board! Please join us in
welcoming Sabrena L. Davis to the Power House High team and the North
Lawndale community.

An award winning educator, Ms. Davis most recently served as principal of
Global Visions Academy High School on Chicago's Southeast Side. She
grew up in the Rockwell Gardens public housing development on the West
Side and graduated as valedictorian from CraneHigh School. She says
about returning to the West Side, "How refreshing it is to return to the
place and the people who anchor my culture and passion for education:
the West Side! It is both an honor and a privilege to serve the families and

greater community of North Lawndale as the founding principal of Power
House High School."

Mark your calendars. You will get a chance to personally greet Ms. Davis
at a reception on Thursday, August 16 at the Homan Square Community
Center, 3917 West Arthington. Look for your personal invitation.

Upcoming Events at the Pedagogical Factory

| received the following e-mail from Ms. Mariame Kaba, Program Officer
for Education and Youth at the Steans Family Foundation.

| would like to point your attention to a terrific series of upcoming events
that is being organized around the idea of a Pedagogical Factory. Some
interesting projects will be featured from across the country. If you are
around Chicago for the next few weeks, stop by and check out the
offerings.

hitp://www.hydeparkart.org/exhibitions/2007/07/the_pedagogy projec
t.php

In the Logpis published by Valerie F. Leonard, Community
Development Consultant. Please forward comments or
submittals to valeriefleonard@msn.com.
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