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FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Welcome! 

 

Welcome to In the Loop, an eclectic compilation of e-mail transmittals that I 

have received during the past week.   From time to time, you will find 
announcements of events, grant opportunities, job postings, links to websites 

and articles of interest or notes of encouragement.  I hope that you, or 

someone you know, would find the information to be of use.  If you would like 
to unsubscribe, submit material, or make general comments, you may 

contact me at valeriefleonard@msn.com.  I look forward to hearing from you.  
 

Valerie F. Leonard, Editor 
 
 

VISIT WWW.VALERIEFLEONARD.COM  

 

You may 1) learn more about my services; 2) post blogs concerning best 
practices in nonprofit management; 3) download brochures and flyers from 

capacity building workshops; 4) purchase reference books and accounting 
software for discounts ranging from 10% to 30%; 5) review and post job 

announcements; download back issues of In the Loop and Community 

Development Milestones newsletters; 7) link to other resources. 
 

CAPACITY BUILDING BLOCKS 
 

Back by popular demand!  Beginning January, 2008, I will be offering the 

Capacity Building Blocks, a 9-week workshop series for nonprofit 

organizations. The interactive workshops provide a balance of instruction, 
case studies and group activities designed to help you strengthen your 

organization’s infrastructure, and position it for long term sustainability. 

Visit www.valeriefleonard.com for further information. 

 
 
 

 

Archived issues of In the Loop may be found at www.valeriefleonard.com 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READING 
 

Books 
 

Strategic Planning for Nonprofit Organizations, Second Edition 

 (Paperback) by Michael Allison and Jude Kaye 

 
Strategic Planning Workbook for Nonprofit Organizations, Revised 

and Updated (Paperback) by Bryan W. Barry  

 

Boards that Make a Difference:  A New Design for Leadership in 

Nonprofit and Public Organizations  (J-B Carver Board Governance 

Series) (Hardcover) by John Carver  
 

Governance as Leadership:  Reframing the Work of Nonprofit Boards 

(Hardcover) by Richard P. Chait, William P. Ryan, Barbara E. Taylor  
 
 

Articles and Publications 
 

Tax Increment Financing a Civic Federation Position Statement 

http://www.civicfed.org/articles/civicfed_261.pdf 

 
Charities and Foundations Seek to Influence Presidential Campaign 

http://philanthropy.com/news/?id=3507&pth&utm_source=pt&utm_medi
um=newsletter&utm_content=lefttop 

 

Lessons from a Soloist Who Reached the Inc. 500 List  
http://www.inc.com/resources/solo/articles/20071101/lonier.html 

 

mailto:valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://www.valeriefleonard.com/
http://www.valeriefleonard.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0471445819?tag=valeriefleo04-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0471445819&adid=1JXPWN21BZXXJQEGRPF1&
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/002-4897233-0531262?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Michael%20Allison
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/002-4897233-0531262?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Jude%20Kaye
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0940069075?tag=valeriefleo04-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0940069075&adid=1BM2M1RAMVFBJ622KBCP&
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Michelle Obama to Headline  

Fundraiser for Obama for America 
 

I received the following fundraising announcement from Kathy Bridges, 
Principal with K M Bridges Enterprises. Visit www.kmbridges.com to learn 

about her business. 
 

Friday, November 30
th

 

Chair Reception: 5:30 – 6:30 PM 

General Reception: 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
 

South Shore Country Club 

7059 S South Shore Dr 
Chicago, IL 

 

Host: Raise $2,500  

Chair: $250 per person 
Attendee: $150 per person 

 

RSVP required For more information please contact Jordan Kaplan at  
(312) 819.2437 for email jkaplan@barackobama.com To RSVP online go to RSVP 

online at https://donate.barackobama.com/page/contribute/southshore 

 

Chicago Westside NAACP to Host 

World AIDS Day Brunch 
 

I received the following information from the Chicago Westside Branch NAACP. 
 

You are invited to attend the “World AIDS DAY 2007 Brunch”, Saturday, 
December 1, 2007, from 10:30am until 1pm, at 1140 N. Lamon Avenue in Chicago. 

The keynote Speaker will be Dr. William Johnson, President, Luck Care Center. 

The brunch is co-sponsored by the Illinois Department of Public Health Center 
for Minority Health. There will be refreshments and door prizes. For more 

information contact:  Linda Clarke (773) 261-5890 
  

Your Life, Your Choice 
 

The following announcement was provided by Raynard Villa Hall, Publisher of 

Bronzecomm. 

 
South Central Community Services, Inc. presents “Your Life, Your Choice”, a 

free and open discussion for teens about HIV & AIDS moderated by Art “Chat 

Daddy” Sims, on Saturday, December 1, 2007, at UIC Student Center, 750 
South Halsted Street, from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  

To register, call 773-483-0900 

 A Living Celebration for Shirley Jones 
 
I received the following announcement from Fred Mitchell. 

 

The Center for Health Promotion and Enhancement (CHPE) presents “A 
Living Celebration” for Shirley Jones, The uncelebrated hero of the North 

Lawndale Community, Champion for Juvenile Justice, Education of the 
Youth, Health and Wellness, and Advocate for equal job opportunities in the 

trades, and affordable housing. 

 
Sinai Community Institute 

Saturday – December 8, 2007   
5:00 until 8:30 p.m. 

2653 W. Ogden Ave – Chicago, IL60608 

 
Donations:  50.00 – Food Served 

Make all checks payable to CHPE, 3443 W. Polk Street, 

Chicago, IL 60624.  All donations are tax deductible. (Cash 

donation accepted at the door.) 

 

Funds will be used to help Shirley sustain a reasonable quality of life during 
her battle with end stage cancer. 

 

 FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

I’d like to thank Ms. Janet Simpson, Administrative Assistant, Office of Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives Indiana Government Center South for 

providing a detailed listing of funding opportunities.  Click onto 

http://valeriefleonard.com/Funding%20Announcements.htm to download 
the PDF file. 

 
 

WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS/CONFERENCES 
 

Capacity Building Blocks 
 

Back by popular demand!  Beginning January, 2008, I will be offering the 

Capacity Building Blocks series for nonprofit organizations. Capacity 
Building Blocks is a 9-week series of workshops for nonprofit practitioners. 

The workshops are held on the client site, or mutually-agreed upon 
location. The interactive workshops provide a balance of instruction, case 

studies and group activities designed to help you strengthen your 

organization’s infrastructure, and position it for long term sustainability.  
E-mail valeriefleonard@msn.com, or visit www.valeriefleonard.com for 

further information. 

 

http://www.kmbridges.com/
mailto:jkaplan@barackobama.com
https://donate.barackobama.com/page/contribute/southshore
http://valeriefleonard.com/Funding%20Announcements.htm
mailto:valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://www.valeriefleonard.com/
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Black Wall Street Economic Summit 
 
I received the following announcement from Cheryl Calvin, Principal with 

the Sand Group. 

 
The Black Wall Street Economic Summit will be held on Saturday 

December 1, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. at the Chicago Urban League, 45
th
 and 

Michigan Avenue. Highlights include: 

 

 Review of the Chicago Urban League’s first year of their new 
economic empowerment agenda 

 Legislative campaign for “Black” versus “Minority” agenda 

 Increased minority contracting opportunities in public and 

private sectors 

 Creation of Black-owned business development banks 

 Unveilings of drawings and campaigns to create new Black 
business districts. 

 

For further information, RSVP at the South Street Journal, 773 373-

7000. If you have questions regarding the agenda, you may ask to speak 

with Ron Carter, Publisher and Editor of the South Street Journal, or Mark 

S. Allen, Associate Editor. 
 

 Branding: Effectively Communicating  

What Your Business is About 

I received the following announcement from Joyce Golbus Poll, President 

of the Association of Consultants to Nonprofits, and Principal with J.G. Poll 
& Associates visit www.jgpollassoc.com to learn more about her business. 
 

December 18, 2007 8:30 - 11:30 

Association Forum, 10 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Networking from 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM 
Program begins promptly at 9:00 AM 

ACN Members:  Free 

Fee for Non-Members: $25 
Beverages and light breakfast items will be served 

  
Panelists 

Kelly Muldoon, SilverKey Technologies 

Judith Quittner Seizys, Main Royal Communication Design 
Gail Straus, GKS Consulting, LLC 

  
Facilitator 

Nancy A. Ward, MPA, Nancy A. Ward & Associates 

 

 

 

 

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
 

Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce 

9th Search Engine Strategies  

Chicago Conference & Expo December 3-7  
 
Search Engine Strategies returns to Chicago for its 9th year with a new 

format, fresh new sessions, and workshops. Content will focus on the 

latest trends in search including optimizing for universal and blended 
search, maximizing analytics and usability, and several sessions 

specifically designed for the Chicago event focusing on search in the 
online commerce world. As the industry converges for a week of 

networking, spirited discussion and high-level learning, here's what else 

you can expect: 
 

Keynote Address Presentations: 

 

Seth Godin, marketing guru and author of the new book, "Meatball 

Sundae"  

 

Don Schultz, Professor (Emeritus-in-Service) of Integrated Marketing 

Communication, Northwestern University 

 

Orion Panels Discussions The Orion panel discussions will include 

industry thought leaders like Brad Goldberg and Jack Myers along with a 

cast of search and brand marketing thought leaders discussing the 
impact of Universal Search and the convergence of search, social media, 

privacy and community. 
  

Sessions & Workshops will include:  

Introduction to Search Marketing  
Universal, Blended and Vertical Search  

Igniting Viral Campaigns  

Integrating the Search  
Shopping Search Tactics  

Actionable Social Media  

Date: Monday, December 03, 2007 

Time: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Cost: Conference Packages range from $25 to $1895 

Location: Hilton Chicago 

Contact: Registration Department: 203-295-0050 

Register: Register Online Today! 

www.searchenginestrategies.com/chicago  
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PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

Chicago Park District 2008 Budget Review Session 
 

I received the following information from John Paul Jones, of Friends of the 

Parks. 
 

 Join Friends of the Parks (FOTP) and the Chicago Park District (CPD) 

officials as we open the 2008 Budget book and start the work to   improve 
your neighborhood park. 

  

Tuesday, November 27
th

 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

  
55 East Washington, Suite 1911 

(Friends of the Parks – Conference Room) 

 

Appeal Your Property Tax Assessment  

November 27, 2007 at Tuley Park  
 
The following notice was submitted to Bronzecomm by Mr. Eli Washington on 

Friday, November 23, 2007.  Bronzecomm is the premier electronic news 
source targeting African Americans in Chicago and beyond.  To subscribe, 

simply e-mail radarnard@mindspring.com and write “Subscribe 

Bronzecomm” in the subject line. 
 

Chesterfield Community Council (CCC) will host a special meeting on 
Tuesday, November 27, 2007, 6:00 p.m. at Tuley Park Field house, 90th & King 

Drive.  Our special guest will be representatives from Commissioner Larry 
Rogers, Jr. Office, the Board of Review.  Attendees will be able to quickly 

appeal their property tax assessments on-the-spot.  The process is easy, 

straight-forward and FREE.  The Board of Review will not increase your 
assessment. 

 PLEASE BRING YOUR TAX BILL.  All are welcomed.   

 
For more information: call 312-603-5540 or 773-651-3958 or visit 

www.chesterfieldcommunitycouncil.org PASS THE WORD!!!!  
 
 

Lawndale Alliance 
 

The next meeting of the Lawndale Alliance will be Monday, December 10, 
2007, from 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., at the House of Prayer Church of God in 

Christ, 3531 West Roosevelt Road in Chicago.  Topics of discussion include 
the Proposed Ogden-Pulaski TIF, a preview of the organization’s website, and 

planning for a conference highlighting North Lawndale’s African American 

Heritage (in partnership with UIC-Great Cities Institute). 

Panel Discussion on TIF Abuse in Illinois: 
 I received the following notice from John Jones, of Friends of the Parks. 
 

Thursday, November 29th 

6:30 p.m. 
77 West Washington 

(Chicago Temple Center - 1st floor) 
   

Panelists: 

  
John Paul Jones, Friends of the Parks 

Cook County Commissioner Mike Quigley 

Ben Joravsky from the Chicago Reader  
  

Sponsored by the Independent Voters Organization For more information 
contact Herb Ziegeldorf at 773-353-7770 ext 2429 

 

HAC NEWS  
 

The following announcements appeared in the November 19, 2007 issue of 

HAC News.  Visit http://www.ruralhome.org/infoNews.php to download 
the entire newsletter. 
 

House Passes Foreclosure Bill 
 

The Mortgage Reform and Anti-Predatory Lending Act of 2007, passed on 

November 15, would impose a variety of new lending requirements (see 
HAC News, 11/7/07). The prospects for Senate action are unclear. H.R. 

3915 is available at http://thomas.loc.gov.  

 

Few Tax Credits Units Targeted to Lowest Income 
 
In 2005 only 7% of Low Income Housing Tax Credit units were intended to 

serve households with incomes under 30% of area median. In a few 

states the proportion was far higher. A data analysis by Joseph 
Guggenheim exploring targeting was published in the Tax Credit Advisor 

news-letter and is posted at http://www.housingtaxcredits.net/id44.html.  
 
 

QUICKBOOKS AND QUICKEN PRODUCTS 
 

Get 20 % Off QuickBooks Products + Free Shipping 

Newsletter layout and design copyright 2005-2007, Valerie F. Leonard 
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In the Loop is published by Valerie F. Leonard, Community 

Development Consultant.  Please forward comments or 

submittals to valeriefleonard@msn.com. 
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