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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome!

Welcome to /7 the [oop, an eclectic compilation of e-mail transmittals that |
have received during the past week. From time to time. you will find
announcements of events, grant apportunities, job postings, links to websites
and articles of interest or notes of encouragement. | hope that you, or
someane you know, would find the information to be of use. If you would like
to unsubscribe, submit material, or make general comments. you may
contact me at valeriefleonard@msn.com. | look forward to hearing from you.

Valerie F. Leonard, Editor

VISIT WWW.VALERIEFLEONARD.COM

You may 1) learn more about my services; 2) post blogs concerning best
practices in nanprofit management; 3) download brochures and flyers from
capacity building workshops; 4) purchase reference books and accounting
software for discounts ranging from 0% to 30%; ) review and post job
announcements; download back issues of In the Loop and Community
Development Milestones newsletters; 7) link to other resources.

CAPACITY BUILDING BLOCKS

Back by popular demand! Reginning January, 2008, | will be offering the
Capacity Building Blocks, a 9-week workshop series for  nonprofit
organizations. The interactive workshops provide a balance of instruction,
case studies and group activities designed to help you strengthen your
organization's infrastructure, and position it for long term sustainability.
Visit www.valeriefleonard.com for further information.
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RECOMMENDED READING

2016 Chicago Urban League Olympic Study

In October 2008 Chicago will learn if it has been chosen to be the host city
of the 2016 Olympic Games. Between now and then lie many months of
hard work and careful planning on the part of the city, the Chicago 2016
Organizing Committee, and the people of this city. But what would Bames
really mean? Over the past months Chicago Urban League's Department of
Policy & Research in collaboration with Northwestern University's Kellogg
School of Management has prepared the following research study into the
economic impacts and opportunities related to a Chicago Games. Our
findings are intended to provide baseline data for Olympic planners, city
officials and African-American businesses as to the best paths to take in
preparation for Games.

To download a copy of the Olympic Executive Summary. click here.
To download a copy of the Olympic Study (Full). click here.

..The IRS Introduces the Redesigned Form 3390

For the first time since 1979, the IRS has completed a significant overhaul
of the reporting form tax-exempt organizations are required to file each
year. ... Read more

IRS Issues New Implementing Guidelines. ..

Are you interested in what's going on at the IRS? Curious about what they
have planned for the year ahead? If so. it might be worth your time to take
a look at the Implementing Guidelines for fiscal year 2008. ... Read more



mailto:valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://www.valeriefleonard.com/
http://www.valeriefleonard.com/
http://www.thechicagourbanleague.org/upload/OLYMPICS%20Executive%20%20Summary%20Final%206-27.pdf
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http://ga3.org/ct/Qdaa7M11CYSA/new_990_debuts
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STAYING IN THE LOOP

Alssess Your Organi za
Readiness to Pursue Government Grant Funding

By Valerie F. Leonard, Community Development Consultant

At the end of the day. government agencies are not funding well-written
proposals. They are funding organizations (people) who have demonstrated
the capacity to address the needs that the government has identified as “high
priority”.  Nonprofits should have a well-documented track record in
developing programs that have a meaningful impact upon the community and
the clients served: the ability to exercise good stewardship over financial and
human resources; the ability to manage relationships among various
community constituencies; and the ability to respond to change. Those
organizations that make the investment in building organizational capacity are
more likely to be in a position to receive government funding. How would you
assess your organization's capacity? Click here to find out.

SMALL BUSINESS

GSB Entrepreneurial Roundtable

| received the following information from Bill Wentz, of the University of
Chicago Graduate School of Business Roundtable.

Sat., January 19th (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.)
How to Buy a Business-Gleacher Center, Chicago

It you want to buy a business, this is the seminar for you to attend. The
program features experts discussing all aspects of purchasing a business:
how to find a business to buy, how to choose a business that is right for you,
financing the purchase and closing the deal. This program has sold out every
year in the past. For a flyer and to register go to:
http://www.gsbroundtable.com/GSB/How to Buy.html

Mon., January 21st (B:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.) What Every Business Should
Know About Credit Cards, lllinois Institute of Technology, Wheaton, IL

I your business accepts credit cards, you cannot afford to miss this
enlightening program. Bryan Johnson will explain how large and small
companies alike can improve their payment processing. Bryan will also explain
why many businesses today are paying too much for credit card processing.
Mare disturbing, many are vulnerable to substantial fines and liahility because
they do not adequately protect their customers' personal and confidential
data. For information and to register go to:
http://www.gsbroundtable.com/GSB/Upcoming.html

7 N R

GSB Entrepreneurial Roundtable Continued

t Sat., February 16th (8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
The World of Private Equity Groups-Gleacher Center, Chicago

The Roundtable program on Private Equity Groups in September (see the
video on our website) was so popular that we have invited leading private
equity groups to discuss what they do, how they find businesses to buy and
what they are looking for in acquisition targets and in executives who can
run them. Business owners who are seeking a major cash infusion will
certainly want to attend. Executives who have experience in running and
growing companies should be interested as well. Save the date -- full
details coming shortly.

Mon., February 18th (B:30 p.m. to 8:43 p.m.)
Innovate Like Edison- lIT in Wheataon, IL

Come to hear Sarah Miller Caldicort, co-author of "Innovate Like Edison”,
which in a few short months has become one of the best-selling books on
innovation. Co-authored with Michael J. Gelb("How ta Think Like Leanardo
da Vinci"), Innovate Like Edison offers an in-depth view of Edison's
comprehensive  approach  to  innovation, including  Edison's  Five
Competencies of Innovation that are based on the timeless principles
Edison used to generate his record-breaking 1.093 LS. patents. For more
information: https://www.123signup.com/event?id=tafpk

To register: https://www.1Z3signup.com/register?id=tgfpk

Have a Happy New Year!!

Bill Wentz, GSB 1988, XP-57
billwentz@businesslegalexperts.com
630-527-8552, ext. 304

Featured Entrepreneur: Maria Jossey Dwen

| just wanted to take the time to encourage you to do business with Maria
Jossey Owen, a local home-based entrepreneur. She is the wife of Mr. 0.S.
(wen, a Senior Training Specialist with the Center for Economic Progress.
You can shaop at any of her websites at:

e www.mariajosseyowen.myarbonne.com
Pure, safe and beneficial skincare and health products

e  http://www.youravon.com/mjossey-owen
Avon

e http://mytupperware.com/mariajosseyowen
Discover what Tupperware can do to help you organize your
home.
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

State of Indiana
Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives

| thank Janet Simpson of the Office of Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives in the State of Indiana for providing a PDF file of funding
opportunities available nationally and to residents of the State of Indiana.
Click on the link below to go to the file.
http://valeriefleonard.com/December 31 2007[11%20%20Funding%?20
Opportunities.pdf In addition, she provided the following clarification.

As promised, here is this manth's issue of Funding Opportunities.
Some of the website addresses for a few of the grants featured in
today's newsletter are too long and don't hyperlink properly. As a
result, I've included them below. Hopefully this will make things a little
bit easier for you.

Page 3: Inspiration - Technology Scholarships for Educators

http://www.inspiration.com/prodev/index.cfm?fuseaction=scholarshi
pCFD=31374473GCFTOKEN=441463

Page 0: US Department of Education, Dffice of Innovation and
Improvement

http://aZa].q.akamaitech.net/7/247/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.a
ccess.qpo.qov/2007/E7-23390.htm

Page 9: Meacham Foundation Memorial Grant

http://www.americanhumane.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pa sh
glter services grants meacham

Crossroads Youth Fund for Social Change

| received the following information from Otis Monroe, CED of the
Monroe Foundation.

The Crossroads Fund, a Chicago area grant maker to grassroots
community leadership and community organizing groups, is providing
funding for youth led social change efforts through the Youth Fund for
Social Change. Visit www.crossroadsfund.org

.Miuhigan State University

Youth Program Funding Resources

n the Loop.
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Don Griesmann's Grant Opportunities (Click Here) is a weekly subscription
feature founded and edited by Don Griesmann, Esq. and published by
Charity Channel LLC. As its title implies, Mr. Griesmann scours the Internet
for new grant opportunities that you might not learn of from any other
source in such a timely manner. Headlines, brief descriptions of articles,
and links to articles are compiled by him for the benefit of his colleagues.
Following each article in every Don Griesmann Grant Opportunities E-
Newsletter at the signature section you will find information about ROCK
THE VOTE, A New Online Voter Registration Tool for Nonprofits

FACTS AND FACTORS: New Online Voter Registration Tool for
Nonprofits from ROCK THE VOTE IEEEITTIEEE

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Ultimate Justice

| received the following message from James Shannon of Bethel Lutheran

Church

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Please remind everyone of this Spirit-Filled Play that
will ignite ones spirit and equip them to move forward with God's People
as we share his word through Drama.

THE ULTIMATE JUSTICE

Saturday, January 19, 2008

Bethel New Life Performing Arts Center

1140 N. Lamon

Chicago, IL B0BSI

Showtime: 6:00PM

Ticket Price $20.00

For additional information contact: Lynn Widemon (773) BBI-I635

Fundraiser for Senator Barack Obama

| received the following message from Kathy Bridges, Principal with K M
Bridges Enterprises.

Please join Senator Barack Obama at a reception benefiting Obama for
America Thursday, Jan 10, 2008 6:30 - 8 PM, at A New Leaf . /520N Wells,
in Lhicago, Il The donation is S2500 per person wha attends the event.
RSVP reguired,  Please call April Harley at (312) 8/9-2733 or email
aharleyl@barackobama.com  Online  Registration is  strongly
encouraged.

B B B "
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http://www.americanhumane.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pa_shelter_services_grants_meacham
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MEETINGS AND WORKSHOPS

Friends of the Parks

| received the following information from John Paul Jones of Friends of the

Parks

Date:  Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Time:  Bpm.,-8pm.

Event:  "For A Safe Public Park" Session

Place:  Union Park Field house (1501 West Randolph Street)

Friends of the Parks is hosting a Citywide Session on Public Park Safety to
ensure a fun-filled and safe environment at your area parks. Friends of the
Parks has invited security officials from the Chicago Park District, Chicago
Police Department and CAPS to help park councils and resident leaders fine
tune their safety strategies in and around Chicago parks and facilities. To
register, call or email John Paul Jones at (312) B57-2757 ext. 15 or

jonesjp@fotp.org

Community Reinvestment Organizing Project

| received the following information from Otis Monroe, CEO of the Monroe
Foundation.

The Community Reinvestment Organizing Project is facilitating a “Grassroots
CRA Leadership Training and Springfield Mobilization Strateqy Planning
Sessian:

Date: Saturday, January 12, 2008
Place: Marquette Bank
6316 South Western Avenue
Time: {0a.m. to Zp.m.
Cost: FREE!
Guest Speaker: The Honorable Mattie Hunter, (D, 3rd District

Contact: Otis Monroe, CEO, The Monroe Foundation at

omonroe@themonroefoundation.org

The leadership and training session will focus on building grassroots public
policy mobilization support for the Community Reinvestment Organizing
Project's proposed State of lllinois CRA (Community Reinvestment Act)
amendment to the State Deposits and Public Funds Investment Act.

Our amendment requires the lllinois State Treasurer accountable to the
citizens of lllinois, and particularly, communities devastated by subprime and
predatory lending and lack of access to financial services by financial
institutions that seek state investments and/or deposits.

raes B B J

Compiled by Valerie F. Leonard

“v¢ s Getlti ng Hot i

Understanding Menopause Workshop

| received the following information from Tondalaya Shepard-Turner,
Director of Volunteer & Community Service at Sinai Community Institute

Sinai Community Institute will be hosting “It's Getting Hot in Here, a
workshop on understanding menopause

Date:  Saturday January 12, 2008
Time: ~ NOONTO 4:00 PM

Place:  Sinai Community Institute
2603 West Ogden Avenue
Chicaga. Illinois BOBO8

Contact: [-888-AT-SINAI
-888-287-4624

Bring a girlfriend or significant other and enjoy FREE MASSAGES, Door
Prizes, health related workshops and MORE!

Complimentary Lunch

Medical Expert Panel Discussion
Healthy Eating and Cooking Class
Exercise and Activity Workshaop

Civic Engagement 101

In preparation for the Presidential Primary Election to be held February a,
2008, the Lawndale Alliance will host “Civic Engagement 01", on Manday.
January 21, 2008, at B:30 p.m. at a Iocation to be confirmed. The event
will take place in lieu of the organization's monthly meeting. Led by Mr.
Richard Barnett, the interactive workshap will provide an overview of the
offices that are up for election; provide the latest information on local
polling places, absentee voting and early voting; and outline the issues
that impact the 24" Ward most heavily. Come prepared to share
information and to participate in a very lively discussion. For further
information, contact Valerie F. Leonard at valeriefleonard@msn.com.

QUICKBOOKS AND QUICKEN PRODLUCTS

Get 20 % Off QuickBooks Products + Free Shipping

/n the Logpis published by Valerie F. Leonard, Community
Development Consultant. Please forward comments ar
submittals to valeriefleonard@msn.com.
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